[Immunomorphologic characteristics of the distribution of collagen types I, III, IV and V in normal intima and in atherosclerosis of the major arteries and aorta in man].
The distribution of collagen of the above types in normal intima, sites of its physiological thickening, lipid streaks, atherosclerotic plaques is studied by the immunoluminescent method. All collagen types at various proportions are found to be located in the subendothelial areas of intima. Besides that the IV and V collagen types are detected in the zone of endothelial basal membrane. The essential property of atherosclerotic plaques is the prevalence of rough fibrillar structures from interstitial collagen which do not occur normally.